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Grade VI I I  

Lesson 1.  How t he Camel got  his Hump   

 

 

 

 

 

The World in t he Beginning and the Animals.   

  I n t he beginning when t he wor ld was new, t he animals wer e beginning t o do wor k f or  Man. 

Ther e also lived a camel in t he middle of  t he Howling deser t . He did not  wor k at  all. He only at e 

st icks, t hor ns and pr ickles. Whenever  somebody came t o meet  him, he would mer ely r eply, 

“humph”.  

 Since t he camel did not  wor k, t he ot her  animals wer e ver y unhappy wit h him. One-by-one, 

t hey came t o call him. Fir st , came t he hor se. He t old t he camel t o come wit h him and do some 

wor k like t he ot her  animals. The camel only said “humph”. The hor se went  back and r epor t ed 

t his t o t he Man.  

 

  Ther eaf t er , t he dog and t he ox also came t o call t he camel. He, likewise, only said 

“humph”. And bot h t he animals went  away sadly.  

 

Work pressure and t he Panchayat .  

  At  t he end of  t he day, t he man called t he hor se, t he dog and t he ox. Since t he camel was 

not  wor king, he asks t he t hr ee of  t hem t o do double wor k in or der  t o compensat e t he loss of  

wor k. The t hr ee animals became ver y angr y wit h t he camel. They wer e asked t o do mor e wor k 

simply because t he camel would not  do his shar e of  wor k. They held  a Panchayat  at  t he edge of  

t he deser t  t o decide. Seeing t his, t he camel laughed at  t he t hr ee and went  by.  

 

The Dj inn met  t he Camel  

  At  t his point , t her e came t he Dij nn. Af t er  hear ing t he st or y of  t he t hr ee animals, t he 

Dj inn decided t o set  t he camel r ight . The Dj inn t r ied t o explain t he camel t hat  being idle was a 

bad t hing and t he ot her  t hr ee animals wer e over  loaded because of  him. The camel mer ely says 

‘humph’. 
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  The camel looks at  his back and humph wit h pr oud and t ells t he Dj inn t hat  he cannot  

wor k wit h t hat  humph on his back. At  t his, t he Dj inn r eplied, t hat  humph on his back. At  t his, 

t he Dj inn r eplied, t hat  t he camel himself  is r esponsible f or  br inging t his humph on his back. He 

also t old him t hat  because t he camel did not  wor k f or  t hr ee days; his hump would enable him t o 

wor k cont inuously f or  t hr ee would enable him t o wor k cont inuously f or  t hr ee days. However , t ill 

dat e t he camel has not  been able t o cat ch up wit h t he wor k he missed out  on.  

 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  t asks,  do you think,  were assigned t o t he dog and t he ox?  

  The dog was given t he t ask t o f et ch and car r y t hings. The ox, on t he ot her  hand, was 

asked  t o plough t he f ields.  

2.  Why did t he camel live in t he middle of  the desert ?  

  The camel lived in t he middle of  t he deser t  because he did not  wish t o do any wor k. He 

mer ely at e st icks, t hor ns and pr ickles.  

3.  What  made the dog,  t he horse and the ox very angry?  

 The dog, t he hor se and t he ox became ver y angr y wit h t he camel because t he man had 

asked t he t hr ee animals t o do camel’s shar e of  wor k along wit h t heir  own. This means double 

wor k f or  t he t hr ee of  t hem.  

4.  How did t he Dj inn know t he horse was complaining against  t he camel?  

 The descr ipt ion of  t he camel given by t he hor se. “long neck and long legs” made it  easier  

f or  t he Dj inn t o under st and t hat  t he hor se was t alking about  t he camel. The Dj nn was also in 

char ge in char ge of  all deser t s and was t her ef or e f amiliar  wit h all animals. 

 

 

1.  The camel was looking at  his own ref lect ion in t he pool.  What  does it  suggest  t o you  

    about  t he camel? 

  The camel was looking at  his image in t he pool because he loved his image. I t  suggest s 

t hat  t he camel only car ed about  himself .  
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2.  The camel said,  “Humph’ repeat edly.  How did it  af f ect  him?  

 The Dj inn explained t o t he camel how his ‘humph’ had t ur n int o a hump on his back 

because he mer ely said ‘humph’ and did no wor k.  

3.  What ,  according t o t he Dj inn,  was t he use of  t he ‘humph’? 

 Accor ding t o t he Dj inn, because of  his hump, t he camel could wor k cont inuously f or  2-3 

days. The hump on t he camel’s back was a st or ehouse of  f ood and wat er .  

4.  “…he has never yet  learnt  t o behave”.  I n t he light  of  t his,  what  is the writer’s opinion  

   about  t he camel.   

  Accor ding t o t he wr it er , t he camel has never  lear nt  t o behave and he st ill is an ar r ogant  

and non-cooper at ive animal.  

 

 

   

Discuss t he f ollowing t opics in groups.   

1.  Can this st ory be f act ually t rue?  

 No. This st or y cannot  be f act ually t r ue. This st or y is a f able. I t  has animals char act er s 

t o impar t  a lar ger  lesson.  

2.  What ,  according t o you,  is t he st ory about ? Consider the f ollowing.   

 i. How t he wor ld began?  

 ii. Why ever yone should do his/ her  shar e of  wor k ser iously?  

 iii. How animals ar e impor t ant  t o humans?  

  iv. How t he camel got  his hump? 

   The st or y t eaches us t hr ough t he char act er  of  t he camel why ever yone should do 

his/ her  shar e of  wor k ser iously.  

 The camel’s hump is seen as a punishment  and t her ef or e t he st or y t eaches us not  t o be 

like t he camel t hat  got  his hump because of  his insensit ivit y.   

3.  What  did you do over the weekend? Where you generally act ive or idle? Please check  

    your back bef ore st art ing t o discuss or answer t he quest ions.    

  I  was complet ing my pending t asks over  t he weekend.  
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4.  There are broadly t wo cat egories of  workers t hose who pref er t o do t oday what  they  

    can do t omorrow and those who pref er t o do t omorrow what  they can do t oday.  Where  

    do you belong?  

  I t  is bet t er  t o do t oday what  you can do t omor r ow because t ime f lies away quickly. I  

belong t o t he f ir st  cat egor y.  

 

 

 

   

 

1.  What  did the camel eat ? 

 The camel used t o eat  t hor ns, st icks and pr ickles.  

2.  What  was t he task assigned t o t he horse?  

 The hor se had a saddle on his back, his t ask was t hat  he could car r y goods or  Man f r om 

one place t o anot her .  

3.  What  work did Man assign t o t he horse,  the dog and the ox at  the end of  the day?  

 At  t he end of  t he day, t he Man asked t he t hr ee animals t o do double-wor k t o 

compensat e f or  t he wor k loss on account  of  t he camel. 

4.  What  quest ion did the horse ask t he Dj inn?  

 The hor se asked t he Dj inn if  it  was “r ight  f or  anyone t o be idle.” 

5.  Since how many days had the camel done no work?  

 Since t hr ee days t he camel had done no wor k. I t  was Monday when t he hor se came t o 

call t he camel. Till Thur sday, when t he Dj inn met  t he camel, t he camel had been idi.  

6.  Does t he camel realise his mistake by the end of  t he st ory?  

  No. The camel does not  r ealise his mist ake. He had not  leant  t o behave well t ill t he end 

of  t he st or y.  
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1.  What  were the dif f erent  t asks assigned to t he t hree animals?  

  The hor se was assigned t he t ask t o car r y load and goods and even man f r om one place t o 

anot her . The dog was assigned t he t ask of  f et ching t hings. The t ask of  ploughing t he f ields was 

assigned t o t he ox.  

2.  Why does t he man not  come t o call the camel f or work?  

  The man does not  go t o call t he camel f or  wor k because he under st ood t hat  if  t he camel 

would have been capable of  wor k, it  would have come f or  wor k on his own. I t  had been t hr ee 

days and t he camel had not  shown up even once f or  wor k. 

3.  Did the Dj inn look at  t he camel' s hump as a punishment  f or not  working?  

   Dur ing his conver sat ion wit h t he camel, t he Dj inn t r ies t o explain t he camel t hat  he had 

br ought  t he hump on himself  by choosing not  t o do his shar e of  wor k. This makes it  evident ly 

clear  t hat  t he Dj inn views t he camel' s hump as his punishment  f or  not  wor king.  

4.  What  did the Dj inn mean by "I ' ll humph him"?  

  The Dj inn was in char ge of  t he ent ir e deser t . He pr omised t he t hr ee animals t hat  he will 

"humph him (t he camel)", i.e. he would set  him r ight  by r epr imanding and scolding t he camel. The 

' humph him'  in t his phr ase could also mean r educe t he hump t hat  t he camel has acquir ed by not  

wor king.  

 

 

  

1.  I magine you are t he camel.  Write a diary ent ry describing his f eelings on being  

   reprimanded by the Dj inn.   

  5 t h November , 2014  

  I  am ver y dist ur bed at  what  has happened in t he deser t  t oday.  

  As if  t hose t hr ee wer e not  enough, namely t he hor se, t he dog and t he ox; t oday t he 

Dj inn t oo came t o r epr imand and scold him.  

  I  do not  f eel like doing any wor k, t hen why should I  be compelled f or  wor k. These daily 

r eminder s make me f eel wor se. I  am f ond of  lazing ar ound and admir ing my beaut y t hat  I  can 

see in t he pool wat er .  

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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  I  have r ecent ly developed a humph and I  am ver y pr oud of  it . I  f ail t o under st and why 

t he Dj inn should call it  a punishment  or  a hindr ance I  would do some wor k t omor r ow t o ease out  

t he mat t er  and t hen again I  could be f r ee t o do as I  will Camel.  

2 How do we get  t o know which t ask was assigned t o which animal?  

  When t he hor se came t o meet  t he camel, he had a saddle on his back and he asked t he 

camel t o t r ot  like t he ot her  animals. This meant s t hat  t he hor se was being used f or  r unning 

f r om one place t o anot her .  

  The dog came t o meet  t he animal wit h a st ick in his mout h. The dog asked t he camel t o 

f et ch t hings like all ot her  animals.  

  This indicat es t hat  t he dog was assigned t he t ask of  f et ching and car r ying t hings.  

  The ox, likewise, came wit h a yoke on his neck, asking t he camel t o plough like t he ot her  

animals; indicat ing t he t ask assigned t o him. 

 

 

  

1.  What  is t he moral of  the st ory?  

  The st or y discusses t he wor t h of  har d wor k. All ot her  animals, t he hor se, t he dog and 

t he ox, r espect ively had been doing t heir  wor k sincer ely, except  f or  t he camel.  

  They camel, is t her ef or e, disliked by all t he ot her  animals.  

  The Dj inn also f eels t he need t o r epr imand t he camel. Towar ds t he end of  t he st or y we 

lear n t hat  t he Camel had got  his hump because he had r ef used t o do his shar e of  wor k.  

  The Dj inn sees t he camel' s hump as a punishment  f or  him.  

2.  Do you t hink it  is good t o impose our share of  work on t he ot hers?  

  No. Def init ely not . I mposing our  shar e of  wor k on t he ot her s is not  a good t hing. 

Ever yone should do his/ her  shar e of  wor k. We should not  exploit  ot her s by making t hem do t he 

wor k t hat  we ar e meant  t o do.  

  Wor king collect ively and wit h sincer it y also incr eases t he ef f iciency of  doing a cer t ain 

wor k. 

   

  

Value Based Quest ions 


